Spring Grove Area School District

ATHLETIC HALL OF FAME
2021

About the
Athletic Hall of Fame
The Athletic Hall of Fame was created in 2014 to honor the very best in the
history of Rocket Athletics, in order to preserve the heritage and tradition
of athletic excellence at Spring Grove Area School District.
This special honor recognizes members of the Spring Grove family who have distinguished
themselves as outstanding contributors to athletics at Spring Grove Area High School and
possibly beyond.
The Spring Grove Area School District Athletic Hall of Fame serves to honor student-athletes,
coaches, and administrators, as well as longtime and distinctive supporters of the Athletic
Department.
Student-Athlete:
•

Nominee must have attended Spring Grove Area High School.

•

Nominee must have an outstanding past record in athletics while a student-athlete at Spring
Grove Area High School or preceding institution.

•

Nominee must have exhibited sportsmanship, character, and good citizenship on and off the
field of play during high school years, as well as after graduation.

Coach/Administrator:
•

Nominee must have coached or been a staff member for at least seven years at Spring Grove
Area School District.

•

Nominee must have demonstrated an ability to enhance the athletic experience of the
student athlete, while serving as a positive role model through exemplary leadership and
character.

Team:
•

Nominee teams must have been a successful team who advanced as high as they were capable
during their particular era, and must have achieved success in Counties, Districts, and States
for a given season.

•

Nominee teams must have had a varsity status during the season for which they are being
nominated.

Friends of Athletics:
•

The nominee need not be a graduate or former employee of Spring Grove Area High School.

•

Strong consideration will be given to those nominees who have enhanced the experience of
the student-athletes at Spring Grove Area High School through their support.

•

The candidate will have volunteered their time and/or resources for a minimum of five years.

Rocket
Athletic Hall of Fame
Inductees
Class of 2015
Tom Uffelman, 1957
Gary Miller, 1961
Spike Welsh, 1962
George Smith, 1963
Royce Gerber, 1963
Eric Bowersox, 1967
Sharon Holtzapple, 1972
Darrell Wildasin, 1973
Coach G. Gary Gault
James Senft, 1976
Brian Cozzens, 1978
Craig Diehl, 1978
1954 Boys Volleyball Team
1966 Boys Cross Country Team

Bam Landis, 1980
Scott Wakeland, 1980
Randy Cozzens, 1981
Lori Miller, 1982
Tim Thoman, 1982
Coach Mary Jane Snyder
Dana Diller, 1983
Carolyn Stambaugh, 1983
Kelly Bortner, 1984
Doug Heimbach, 1984
Kim Meckley, 1986
Suzy Buckovich, 1987

Carrie Bentzel, 1988
Kevin Scott, 1988
Coach Joe Johnston
Jennifer James, 1988
Braquel Hoff, 1988
Jared Smith, 1993
Emily Ural, 1998
Emily Foltz, 1998
Cimmie Shahan, 1999
Ryan Gruver, 2001
Zach Toomey, 2002
Coach Harry Smeltz, Jr.
1999 Boys Volleyball Team
1983 Girls Volleyball Team

Class of 2016

Class of 2017

Class of 2018

Kane Stambaugh, 1952
William Sterner, 1952
Missy Wolfe, 1988
Eric Fringer, 1994
Kyle Sprenkle, 2004
Coach Bob Garrett
1983 Girls Basketball Team

Thomas Leese, 1966
Jackie Rebert Stevens, 1985
Brian Polashuk, 2006
Michele King Strausbaugh, 2006
Coach Gary Grim

Bryan Crist, 1964
John Shaw, 2003
Brian West, 1987
1971 Boys Basketball Team

Class of 2019

Class of 2020

Class of 2021

Coach Barry Black
David Bowersox
Scott Eisenhart
Kaylyn Mahon Ford
Gary Shive
Coach Thomas Trone, Sr.
1977 Boys Tennis Team

Robert Crouse, Athletic Director
Brian Marshall
Matthew Marshall
Emily Mahon Sprenkle
Coach Dawn Myers
1971 Field Hockey Team

Robert Grove
Katie Holtzapple
Robert Kellenberger
Coach Anthony Miller
Bill Sterner

Robert Grove, 1971
Student-Athlete Inductee

Robert Grove is a 1971 graduate of Spring Grove Area High
School, where he was a three-sport athlete in basketball, football,
and baseball. Bob earned two varsity letters in basketball and was
a varsity starter his junior and senior year. He averaged twelve
points per game and was a member of the 1971 YCIAA County
Championship team. The 1971 team also finished second in the
District III competition.
Bob earned two letters in football and was elected co-captain
his senior year. Bob was selected to the YCIAA All-County
Team as a wide receiver. He set two school records in 1970, recording sixty-one catches and
accumulating 931 yards. Bob’s record for catches still stands as a school record today.
Bob also played baseball and was a varsity starter for three years. He had a “hot bat” for the
Rocket baseball team and hit .404 in his senior year. After graduation, Bob played baseball
for eleven years in the Susquehanna Baseball League. He had a career batting average of .372.
In 1978, he led the league in hitting with a .477 batting average. With his outstanding play and
“hot bat” he was voted MVP of the Susquehanna League. In 2013, Bob was inducted into the
Susquehanna Baseball League Hall of Fame.

Katie Holtzapple, 2010
Student-Athlete Inductee

Katie Holtzapple is a 2010 graduate of Spring Grove Area High
School. She was a four-year varsity starter and her athletic ability
put Spring Grove in the highlights during her high school career.
Katie led the Rockets to back-to-back York County Division I
titles as a freshman and sophomore.
Katie set school records for career goals (80) and assists (46).
She scored twenty-one goals with fifteen assists as a senior and
was honored as 2010 Eastern PA Division I Player of the Year.
Additional accomplishments include: 2008 York County Division
I Player of the Year; honored as 2009 and 2010 All-Area Player
of the Year; two-time selection on the All-York County Team;
named twice to the Pennsylvania Soccer Coaches Association’s
All-State Team; member of the 2009 National Soccer Coaches
Association’s All-Region team; earned the 2008 Shipley Top
Athlete Award; recipient of the 2009 Shipley Special Achievement Award. Katie was also a
member of the PA Classics club team, a member of the National Honor Society, and served as
the 2010 Class President.
Katie continued to play womens soccer at Towson University where she appeared in all twenty
games and took sixteen shots on goal as a freshman. She scored her first college goal against
Old Dominion University in 2011. Katie continued to play womens soccer through 2012 where
she posted a career-high of two assists in the win against Old Dominion and had five shots on
goal for the year.
Katie continued her education and completed her Doctorate of Dentistry at West Virginia
University.

Robert Kellenberger
Friend of Athletics Inductee

Robert “Kelly” Kellenberger was born in 1925 and passed away
at eigthy-eight years of age in 2014. Although he never played
a sport, or even went to Spring Grove schools, he was a fixture
in Spring Grove sports to probably thousands of coaches and
athletes over a forty-five year span.
Kelly started driving the late bus for the kids involved in afterschool activities and taking athletic teams to their away games in
1960. He continued taking teams to away games until 2005, when
he retired at the age of 80. During this time, he also took care of
finding bus drivers to fill in as needed when a problem arose in
the schedule. There is no way to put a number on all the trips
he took supporting the Spring Grove athletic teams in all those
years.
He also had another job involving the Spring Grove football teams. He was on the chain gang
crew at all the home football games. He would make sure the chains and down markers were
at the field, were in working order, and put them away when the game was over. He retired
from the chain gang in 2005, giving him at least thirty-five years on the crew.
Kelly loved being around the kids. He always had a smile on his face or was telling a joke or a
story to anyone around him. He was a true fan of Spring Grove athletics.

Coach Anthony Miller
Coach Inductee

Anthony Miller began his wrestling coaching career in 1995 at
Spring Grove Area High School. During Tony’s 21-year career,
he guided the Rockets to nine York-Adams Division I team titles,
had three State team appearances, and fourteen District III team
appearances. Tony coached nine District III champions, fifteen
State medalists with multiple 2x medal winners, and fifty-seven
Sectional champions as well.
A highlight in his coaching career was working with Brian
Polashuk, 125 lb. PIAA Class 3-A to a State Championship in 2006.
He also had one runner-up and several third place winners.
Tony celebrated his 300th win in December 2016 and continued
with a career total of 331 dual meet wins. In February of 2019,
Tony was inducted into the District III Wrestling Coaches Association Hall of Fame.
Tony continues to contribute to the Rocket Wrestling program as an assistant coach and
promotes the annual Take Down Cancer wrestling event each year.

Bill Sterner, 2002
Student-Athlete Inductee

Bill Sterner is a 2002 graduate of Spring Grove Area High
School, where he was a three-year starter at goalie for the
Rockets. In 2001, Bill was named the YAIAA Division I Player of
the Year. The Rocket team went to Districts three times.
Bill set records in career wins, shutouts, and saves for the
Rockets. He was chosen three times as All-Area Hanover Player
of the Year and two times as All-Area York Player of the Year.
Bill was honored by the PA Soccer Association with the All-State
Selection of the Year. As a senior, he was honored as the Evening
Sun Player of the Year, he averaged less than a goal a game, had
twenty-three shutouts, and had more than 300 career saves. He
also received the Shipley Distinguished Athletic Award.
After graduation, Bill continued to play mens soccer at East Stroudsburg University and was a
four-year varsity starter. During his freshman year at ESU, Bill was second in ESU history and
7th overall in Division II with a 0.72 goals scored on average. He played in twenty-one games,
recorded seventy-one saves with eight shutouts. As a sophomore, Bill played twenty-three
games with seventy saves and eleven shutouts which established a new record at East
Stroudsburg University earning Bill Second Team PSAC honors. Bill played 540 minutes
and twenty seven seconds without conceding a goal. As a junior, he competed in ten games
and recorded forty-four saves with three shutouts. Bill’s senior year at ESU concluded with
ninety-nine saves and two shutouts. His career stats showed fifty-five wins, eighteen losses,
nine ties, and 293 saves (a second all-time record) and twenty-seven shutouts (a second
all-time record).
After college, Bill participated in the pro combine in 2005 and was offered several pro
contracts from overseas, Major League Soccer, and other various pro leagues. After a variety
of health issues and injuries, Bill formally retired in 2006. He continued to play in several
semi-pro soccer leagues for a few years and one, semi-pro football league with the Scranton
Miners for one season in 2007.

Follow Us!
CONNECT WITH SGASD ATHLETICS

sgasd.org/athletics

@SGAthletics

CONNECT WITH SPRING GROVE AREA SCHOOL DISTRICT
sgasd.org

@SGSchoolNews

* Detach and submit by September 30, 2021 *

Spring Grove Area High School
Athletic Hall of Fame
Nomination Form 2021-2022
Application Deadline is: September 30, 2021
The Nominee must have played, coached, or worked in the District prior to 2010.
Name of Nominee: _________________________________________________ Class of: ______________
Address of Nominee (if known): _____________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________
Sports participated in (also include number of seasons):

List the nominee’s statistics, records, or other significant achievements and why this nominee should be included in the
Spring Grove Athletic Hall of Fame:

Submitted By: _______________________________________________________ Date: __________________
Address: __________________________________________________________________________________
Nominee Email: ____________________________________________________ Phone: __________________

Please send the nomination form to:
Leslie Sprenkle
Spring Grove Area High School
1490 Roth’s Church Road, Spring Grove, PA 17362
Or submit to sprenkll@sgasd.org

Please scan the QR code to view
our 2021 Hall of Fame Program
on your mobile device.

