
What is Reading  
Comprehension? 

 
 

Have you ever read some-
thing and when you were fin-
ished, you had no clue what 
you just read? Maybe your 
mind was wandering or you 
just simply didn't understand. 
It happens to all of us, but if 
you learn and use Reading 
Strategies, you will have a 
better chance of understand-
ing what you are reading; 
Reading Comprehension.  
 
As you read, use the Reading 
Strategies below and gradu-
ally you will start to really 
think about what you are 
reading. Thinking about what 
you are reading is the core to 
reading comprehension, which 
will make it easier for you to 
remember and learn. Over-
time, you will be thinking of 
these reading 
strategies as 
you read and 
they will be-
come some-
thing you do 
naturally. 

•    Making Predictions - When you 
predict you use the clues in the text 
to help you figure out what will hap-
pen next, or what you will learn.  
 

o    I predict that . . .  
o    In the next part, I think . . .  
o    I this is . . . 
 
•    Make Connections – text-to-
self, text-to-text, text-to-world  
 

o    This reminds me of . . . .  
o    I have a connection . . . .  
o    I remember when . . . . 
 
•      Ask Questions – Make     
meaning of what you are  
reading.  
 

o  “I wonder . . . .”  
o  “How come . . . .”  
o  “Why . . . .”  
o  “I’m confused . . . .”  
o  “I don’t get it . . . .” 
 
•    Visualize – What do you see? 
Use the text to develop a picture in 
your mind.  
 

o    I get a picture in my mind . . . .  
o    I can see it . . . .  
o    It’s like a movie in my head . . . .  
o    I visualized . . . . 
 
•    Make an Inference – Take infor-
mation from the text and think about 
what you already know . . .  
 

o    Draw conclusions.  
o    Make predictions and revise them as 
you read.  
o    Develop an opinion, a comment, an 
idea.  
o    Use the text and prior knowledge to 
answer questions. 

•    Synthesize – 
What are you thinking 
now? How have your 
thoughts and ideas 
changes since the be-
ginning of the story?  
 

o    At first I thought . . . but now I’m 
thinking . . .  
o    I used to think . . . but now I’m think-
ing . . .  
o    Oh! This changes everything . . .  
o    Here’s what I’m thinking so far . . .  
o    This is way different than I thought it 
was going to be. 
 
•    Determine Important Ideas 
and Information - As you read, re-
cord important information or facts 
you should remember to help you un-
derstand the text.  
 

o    I need to remember . . . . because . . 
.  
o    This is important to the story be-
cause . . . 
 
•    Repair Understanding  
 

o    Do you understand what you are 
reading?  
o    Is your mind wandering?  
o    Are you interacting with the text?  
o    Do you remember what you just 
read?  
o    Are you picturing what you are read-
ing?  
o    Are your questions being answered?  
 

Use a “fix-up” strategy! 



What is  
Reading  
Fluency? 

 
Fluency is the ability to read a text 
accurately and quickly. When fluent 
readers read silently, they recog-
nize words automatically. They 
group words quickly to help them 
gain meaning from what they read. 
Fluent readers read aloud effort-
lessly and with expression. Their 
reading sounds natural, as if they 
are speaking.  
 
Fluency is important because it 
provides a bridge between word 
recognition and comprehension. 
Because fluent readers do not have 
to concentrate on decoding the 
words, they can focus their atten-
tion on what the text means. They 
can make connections among the 
ideas in the text and between the 
text and their background knowl-
edge. In other words, fluent read-
ers recognize words and compre-
hend at the same time. 

Tips for Fostering 
Fluency 

 
Give your child easy books to 
read so they can practice with-
out stopping.  

♦ Use repeated readings with your 
son or daughter. Allow your 
child to practice the story as 
many times as needed for the 
development of fluency with oral 
reading.  

♦ Read books aloud to your child.  
♦ Provide opportunities for shared 

reading. In a shared reading, 
you take turns reading aloud 
with your child.  

♦ Invite your child to read a favor-
ite book to a younger sibling or 
friend. 

♦ Use echo reading. Read a short 
passage from a favorite selec-
tion and ask your child to reread 
it matching your fluency, accu-
racy, and expression.  
Point out the punctuation. Model 
how to pause at commas, how 
the voice goes up for a question, 
and how it goes down at the end 
of a sentence with a period.  

♦ Record your child reading a fa-
vorite selection. Mail the tape to 
a distant relative or friend. The 
recorded story could also be-
come a wonderful addition to a 
childhood memory box.  

♦ Praise your child for reading 
with phrasing and expression.  
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